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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GROBY PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD AT THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH ROOMS, CHAPEL HILL, GROBY, LEICESTER  

ON 28th JUNE 2021 COMMENCING AT 7 PM 
 
 

Councillors Present:  Cllr B Rigby (Chair)       Cllr G Baker           Cllr S Beck       
Cllr E Emmerson           Cllr E Hollick   Cllr C Lincoln         
Cllr C Mullins          Cllr N Jones                  
  
 

Also Present:   
The Clerk   PC G Rawisinski 
Deputy Clerk    County Councillor O’Shea 
4 Members of the Public 

  
 
COU/029/21-22 Chairman’s Welcome 

 
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting. 
 
A minute’s silence was observed for the late John Collins, a former Borough and Parish Councillor 
of Groby Parish Council. 

 
 
COU/030/21-22 Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies were received from Cllrs J Everson-Crane, J Coley and S Jones and it was unanimously 
RESOLVED to accept these apologies. 

   
Recorded Absences 
Cllr H Lindsay & Cllr E Marvin. 
 
 

COU/031/21-22 Declarations of Interest 
 

Cllr T Hollick declared an interest in the Village Hall 
Cllr B Rigby declared an interest as a Groby CIC Shareholder (Agenda Item 5) and as Owner of the 
Blacksmith’s Cottage Ltd (Agenda Item 18iii) 
 
 

COU/032/21-22 Minutes 
 

i. To approve the minutes of the virtual Annual Meeting of Groby Parish Council held on 4th May 2021 
 

It was unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the virtual Annual Meeting of Groby Parish 
Council held on 4th May 2021 be signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.  

 
ii. To approve the closed session minutes of the virtual Annual Meeting of Groby Parish Council held 

on 4th May 2021 
 
Due to the confidential and sensitive nature of these minutes it was agreed that this item 
should be discussed in closed session and deferred to the end of the meeting. 

  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Chairman’s Initials ________  13  

 

COU/033/21-22 Matters Arising - To receive an update on matters arising from the minutes or matters 
previously discussed by the Parish Council 

  
 i. COU/020/21-22 – to provide an update on Groby CIC matters 
   

The Chairman stated that Council had become aware that possible litigations may be being 
pursued against Groby CIC and Groby Parish Council. Such litigations may or may not lead to 
civil or criminal charges. These matters are therefore Sub Judicial and prohibited from being 
discussed in public. The Chairman deferred the agenda item to closed session. 
 

 
COU/034/21-22 Public Participation 

(15 minutes are set aside to allow members of the public to ask questions in respect of the items     
listed on this agenda) 

  There were no issues raised. 
 
 
COU/035/21-22 Police Report 
   
  A police report was included in Members’ packs. 
 

PC Rawisinski was in attendance and advised members that he is now the local beat officer for 
Groby, Ratby and Markfield. He further informed members that Groby now also have PCSO 
Stevenson dedicated to policing the area and he will be focusing on the park areas.  PC Rawisinski 
also highlighted the importance of reporting crime or antisocial behaviour by dialing 101 so that 
incidents can be logged, and areas prioritised.  
 
 

PC Rawisinski left the meeting 
 
 
COU/036/21-22 County Councillor’s Report  
   

A report from County Councillor O’Shea was included in Members’ packs and was noted.  
 
County Councillor O’Shea was in attendance and provided a report which detailed: 

• Works to install extra gullies, to help alleviate flooding issues, have been completed on 
Leicester Road 

• Consultation on school term dates  

• Report potholes to Highways 

• National Bus Strategy engagement survey.  
 
 
COU/037/21-22 Borough Councillor’s Report 
   

Borough Councillor Hollick reported that the proposed mast application had been refused by 
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council.  

 
 
COU/038/21-22 Clerk’s Report 
 
  A report was received from the Clerk which detailed: 

• An update on the Klondyke 

An update from Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council confirmed that HBBC are currently 
reviewing the level of compliance with the enforcement notices on three parcels of land before 
deciding on the next steps.  
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.  
 

• Anti-social behaviour on Quarry Park 

Members were informed of the on-going anti-social behaviour at Quarry Park, 
which has recently included damage to wet-pour surfaces, evidence of fires, along 
with broken bottles and litter near to the bench.  Two Birch trees on Marina Park 
have also been damaged. All of these incidents have been reported to the Police. 

 

A question was raised regarding CCTV at Quarry Park. This is being addressed by 
the Estates Committee and it was suggested that Ratby Parish Council be 
contacted as CCTV has recently been installed there. 

 

• Annual ROSPA Playground Inspection Report 

Members were informed that the annual ROSPA playground inspection had been 
carried out and the reports received. No major issues had been identified and the 
Estates team were addressing the minor issues that had been reported.  

 

• Use of the United Reformed Church Room 

The Chairman expressed his thanks to the United Reformed Church for use of the 
Church room. The Clerk informed members that no charge had been requested 
from URC.    

 

The Chairman proposed and it was unanimously RESOLVED to make a donation 
of £75 to the United Reformed Church. 

 

COU/039/21-22 Correspondence 
 
 

5. Local Company Extended Permission to use 
Quarry Park for Rehabilitation 
Exercise Classes 

It was unanimously RESOLVED to extend the 
permit. 
 

6. Hinckley & Bosworth 
Borough Council 

Parish Election Timetable This was noted 
 

7. 
 

Leicestershire 
County Council 

Shire Community Grants 2021-22 This was noted and deferred to Estates for further 
consideration and discussion. 

8. Martinshaw Primary 
School 

Anti-social behaviour on school 
grounds after gaining access from 
Parish Council land 

This item was noted and deferred to Estates for 
further consideration and discussion. 

9. Glenfield Parish 
Council 

Climate Change Working Party It was unanimously RESOLVED that Cllr Baker 
represent Groby Parish Council with Cllr Lincoln in 
reserve. 

10. Local Resident Tree concerns It was unanimously RESOLVED to carry out the 
tree works at a cost of £192. The Clerk was 
requested to write to the resident and highlight 
that any further works would need to be at the 
resident’s expense.  

11. Local Resident 
 

Lack of signage on Beacon Field It was unanimously RESOLVED to install three signs 
on Beacon Field at a cost of £330. 
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COU/040/21-22 Internal Auditor’s Report and consider recommendations  
 

The Internal Auditor’s Report for 2020/21 had previously been circulated to all members and was 
noted. 
 
The recommendations from the Internal Auditors Report were discussed.   
 
The Clerk advised that the cost of commissioning an independent Governance Review Check would 
be approximately £2,500.   
 
 It was agreed for the Clerk to contact Leicestershire and Rutland Association of Local Councils 
requesting further information regarding the review and that this agenda item be deferred to a 
future meeting. 
 

 
COU/041/21-22 To Approve the Annual Governance Statement  
  (Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21) 
 

The Annual Governance Statement, Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
(AGAR) 2021/21 had previously been circulated to all members.  
 
Members of Groby Parish Council considered the assertions 1-9 in the Annual Governance 
Statement 2020/21, and members agreed that they could answer ‘yes’ to questions 1-8, with 
question 9 being ‘not applicable’. 
 
 It was unanimously RESOLVED that Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement of the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21 be APPROVED. 
 

 
COU/042/21-22 To Approve Accounting Statements  
  (Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21) 
 

The Accounting Statements, Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
2020/21 had previously been circulated to all members. 
 
Members of Groby Parish Council considered the Accounting Statements 2020/21. 
 
 It was unanimously RESOLVED that Section 2 - Accounting Statements of the Annual Governance 
and Accountability Return 2021/21 be APPROVED. 

 
 
COU/043/21-22 To discuss and consider 
 

i. A report on the Mobile Vehicle Speed Activation Sign Scheme 
 

Cllr Baker’s report on the Mobile Vehicle Speed Activation Sign scheme, including quotations from 
three companies, was included in members’ packs and discussed at length. The report highlighted 
the initial 8 post locations which had been agreed with Leicestershire County Council. Further posts 
may be considered once a speed monitoring exercise on Pymm Ley Lane had been carried out and 
the Ratby Road consultation concluded. 

 
It was unanimously RESOLVED to proceed with Quotation 3 for the purchase of three speed radar 
signs to be rotated around the initial 8 post locations as agreed with LCC. 
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ii. Adoption of a Harassment and Bullying Policy 

 
A draft Harassment and Bullying Policy was included in Members’ packs and discussed. 

 
It was unanimously RESOLVED to adopt the Harassment and Bullying Policy. 
 

 
iii. Adoption of a Persistent Complainant Policy 

 
A draft Persistent Complainant Policy was included in Members’ packs and discussed. 

 
It was unanimously RESOLVED to adopt the Persistent Complainant Policy. 

 
 

iv. Issues with the current Parish Office e-mail storage capacity and to receive a quotation for a 
replacement e-mail system 

 
The Clerk updated members about the limited storage capacity of the Parish email addresses which 
was causing an issue. Several attempts to contact the current e-mail provider had been made to try 
and increase the storage capacity, however this had proved unsuccessful.  
 
A quotation for an alternative e-mail provider with an increased mailbox storage capacity of 50MB 
was included in Members’ packs.  

 
It was unanimously RESOLVED to proceed with the quotation for an alternative e-mail provider, with 
a 50MB mailbox storage capacity, at an annual cost of £210 (£180 mailbox cost, with an additional 
£30 domain name cost) 

 
 

v. Renewal of the Data Protection Officers Contract for 2021/2022 
 

A renewal quotation was included in Members’ packs and was discussed at length. 
 

It was unanimously RESOLVED that the renewal of the Data Protection Officer’s Contract for 
2021/2022, at a cost of £2,140.00, be APPROVED. 

 
        
COU/044/21-22 To approve payment of accounts and to receive income     

A payment schedule, detailing net payments of £43,453.99 was included in Members’ packs. 
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Chairman’s Initials ________  18  

 

 
 
It was RESOLVED by a unanimous decision to approve and make all the payments that were presented to the meeting. 
 
 

Groby Parish Council   

Receipt Schedule  
Amounts received since last meeting   

Name Details Amount        £ 

Resident  Memorial Rose & plaque 117.00 

Resident  Memorial Tree & Cemetery Fees 210.00 

Resident  Memorial Tree 168.00 

Dobsons Memorials Ltd Permit to erect a memorial 122.00 

Groby Allotment Society Grass Cutting x 5 214.30 

Groby Juniors Football Club permit fees for parks 50.00 

Paul Pender & Son Ltd Cemetery Fees 322.00 

  Total 1,203.30 
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A Receipt Schedule detailing Income of £1,203.30 was included in Members’ packs and this was noted. 
 
 
COU/045/21-22    Financial Reports 

 
The income and expenditure report, EMR report and bank reconciliations to 30th April 2021 and to 
31st May 2021 were included in members’ packs and these were verified and noted.  

 
 

COU/046/21-22    Planning & Development Committee 
 

i. The minutes of the virtual Planning and Development Committee meeting, held on 27th April 2021, 
were included in members’ packs. 

 
It was unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the virtual meeting of the Planning and 
Development Committee be signed by the presiding Chairman at the time, Cllr Coley, as a true and 
accurate record.  

 
ii. It was unanimously RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Hollick onto the Planning and Development 

Committee. 
 

Further to declaring an interest in agenda item 18iii, Cllr Rigby left the meeting. Cllr Lincoln took over as Chair 
 

iii. The following Planning applications were discussed, and it was unanimously RESOLVED to submit 
the comments below: 

 
21/00674/FUL - 19-21 Ratby Road, Groby, Leicester.  LE6 0GF 
Change of use from residential to commercial for No.21, demolition of retaining walls & 
outbuildings & erection of two dwellings, including access and car park. (resubmission of 
20/01262/FUL) 

 
Groby Parish Council consider that the consultee comments made against the previously 
submitted Planning Application 20/01262/FUL are still relevant and would therefore re-iterate 
these comments and concerns and raise the following material considerations in respect of 

planning application 21/00674/FUL: 
 

 With reference to first part of the application, the change of use from residential to commercial   
for No.21 Ratby Road, Groby Parish Council have no objections.  

 
However, with reference to the second part of the application demolition of retaining walls and 
outbuildings and erection of two dwellings including the formation of new access and car park 
(re-submission), Groby Parish Council have the following comments and concerns: 

 

• Excavation – stability of surrounding buildings and land 

• Overdevelopment of Site 

• Dangerous vehicle access onto Rookery Lane 

• Buildings being 3 storeys are too high and dominate the surrounding area 

• Removal of granite wall within a conservation area.  This is part of the provenance of the area 
and the setting of locality relates to the heritage of Groby 

• Design of development is too close to the houses behind on Chapel Hill 

• Highly recommend a site visit by the Planning Officer 

 
                21/00700/HOU - 2 Beaumont Green, Groby, Leicester.  LE6 0EP 

First floor side extension and single storey rear extension 
 

      Groby Parish Council had the following comments and concerns: 

• No Objections 

• Neighbours 
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               21/00794/HOU - 19 Bedford Drive, Groby, Leicester.  LE6 0YB 
               Single storey rear and two storey side extensions 

  

               Groby Parish Council had the following comments and concerns: 

• No Objections 

• Neighbours 

• Council query whether there is sufficient parking with the additional bedroom 
 

 
21/00784/HOU - 22 Flaxfield Close, Groby, Leicester.  LE6 0EZ 
Detached single garage in rear garden 

 
Groby Parish Council had the following comments and concerns: 

• No Objections 

• Neighbours 
 
 

COU/047/21-22       Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
 

Members were provided with an update from the Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group, Cllr Lincoln. 

 

   The recommendation from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group was considered and agreed 
as follows: 

 
Engagement of a Planning Consultant 
Members were advised that a Market Sounding, asking specific questions relating the to the 
Neighbourhood Plan development, had been sent to four planning consultants.  
 
Only two replies out of four had been received. One reply (Company A) was positive wishing to 
be considered for engagement as planning consultant however, the second reply had been 
negative and ruled themselves out of the process. Information regarding the company who had 
provided a positive response was included in Members’ packs. It was advised that the company 
had received recommendations from several local parishes and was well known to HBBC.   

 
It was unanimously RESOLVED to accept and engage the services of Company A as the Groby 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Planning Consultant. 
 

Cllr Rigby re-joins the meeting at this point. 
 

COU/048/21-22       To confirm the date and time of the next meeting 
 

The date of the next meeting is scheduled for Monday 26th July 2021 at 7 p.m. 
 

 
The Chairman proposed and it was unanimously RESOLVED to exclude the public and press from the meeting in 
accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 and the Local Government Act 1972 for the 
reason that the nature of the business being discussed was of a confidential and sensitive nature.  
 
 
COU/032/21-22 Minutes 
 

ii. To approve the closed session minutes of the virtual Meeting of Groby Parish Council held on 
4th May 2021 

 
It was unanimously RESOLVED that the closed session minutes of the virtual Meeting of Groby 
Parish Council held on 4th May 2021 be signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.   
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COU/049/21-22 To discuss and consider current staffing matters 
 

Current staffing matters were discussed and considered during closed session. 
  
 

The meeting closed at 10 p.m. 
 
 
 
Signed:……………………………………….……………………..             Date:……………………........... 
 


